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35W, convention money 
Twin Cities / Bush OKs I-

 
Bill includes $245 million for bridge, security 
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Convention.  
security at next summer's Republican National 
for Interstate 35W bridge reconstruction and 
half-trillion-dollar spending bill freed up big bucks 
President Bush's signature Wednesday on a 

 
Minnesota road projects slated for next year.  
doesn't erase uncertainty about other 
On its own, however, the presidential action 

 
leaving for its holiday break.  
spending package, which Congress sent Bush before 
up $245 million of the estimated $555 billion 
Combined, the convention and bridge money make 

 
included.  
funding for the GOP convention next year was 
St. Paul officials said they were pleased security 

 
safe convention experience for all of our visitors." 
September, this money will ensure that we provide a 
prepare to showcase our city to the world next 
Mayor Chris Coleman in a written statement. "As we 
"This is great news for the City of Saint Paul," said 

 
officials to worry about heading into the new year.  
Having the funding in place is one less thing for 

2008 convention. 
Dady, who is the mayor's point person on the 
marketing and economic development director Erin 
"We breathed a collective sigh of relief," said St. Paul 

catch up with the 
But it took more than four months for the dollars to 
federal government on the hook for a new bridge. 
13 people. Soon after the collapse, Congress put the 
plunged into the Mississippi River on Aug. 1, killing 
ahead on a replacement for the freeway bridge that 
In Minneapolis, construction crews are steaming 

promises. 

can raise. 
of a spending cap, which only Minnesota legislators 
Transportation has been working under the burden 
Meanwhile, the Minnesota Department of 

spreadsheet. 
immediate danger, according to a MnDOT 
hold and another $1.6 million in work is in 
more than $3.1 million already have been put on 
As a result, six state construction projects totaling 

projects if needed. 
prepared to pull money away from other road 
bridge its priority project, so MnDOT officials were 
money was hung up. The agency has made the new 
previously authorized partly because the federal 
department power to spend more money than 
State lawmakers were reluctant to give the 

without delay. 
million to let other construction work move ahead 
needed permission to spend an additional $105 
combined $90 million. MnDOT officials say they 
A special legislative panel lifted the cap twice, by a 

for the agency. 
the legislative constraints proved too cumbersome 
Commissioner Carol Molnau, said Wednesday that 
Bob McFarlin, a top assistant to Transportation 
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letting." 
preparing the project for advertisement and possible 
said. "There's a lot of work that goes into 
There are right-of-way and design issues," McFarlin 
"You can't turn the spigot on month by month. 

 
midsummer.  
months, meaning work might not start until 
said. The bidding delays could last up to six 
for four January lettings passed last week, McFarlin 
out for bid in December, and the advertising window 
Of the six deferred projects, two were due to be put 

 
the addition of a roundabout in Hutchinson.  
replacement on stretches of I-35W and I-35E and 
shoulder on a trunk highway in Burnsville, sign 
The projects include construction of a bus-only 

 
and cancel projects." 
upper levels of management decided to go ahead 
DFL-Red Wing. "I'm flabbergasted that the 
Transportation Committee Chairman Steve Murphy, 
"That's befuddling," said Senate 

 
dollars without letting the full Legislature vote.  
s spending authority by hundreds of millions of 
he has been uncomfortable upping the agency'
until lawmakers returned to session Feb. 12. He said 
released enough money to keep everything on track 
officials in early December that the Legislature 
Murphy said he got the impression from MnDOT 

 
which could hinder future projects.  
design and other planning work could be delayed, 
be shelved. He said another $42 million worth of 
originally on the February bidding calendar could 
spending power early next month, some projects 
McFarlin said unless lawmakers grant MnDOT more 

bridge invoices and then seeking reimbursement 
on an as-needed basis. MnDOT has been paying 
As for the federal bridge money, it will be doled out 

from the U.S. Department of Transportation. 

convention, which will be at Xcel Energy Center. 
security needs stemming from the Sept. 1-4 
state and local law enforcement to determine 
said. She said city leaders are working with federal, 
be under the control of the city of St. Paul, Dady 
The $50 million in convention security money will 

to provide a safe event," Dady said. 
equipment and the infrastructure we know we need 
"We can now begin the process of ordering the 

Convention, also is in line for $50 million.
Denver, the host of the Democratic National 


